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WATER CORPORATION — WASTEWATER SPILL — DENMARK RIVER 
700. Mr D.T. REDMAN to the Minister for Water: 
I refer to the recent wastewater spill into the Denmark River due to Water Corporation infrastructure breakdown 
and the minister’s comments when in opposition that breakdowns are a product of cost pressures on maintaining 
key infrastructure. Does the minister still believe that wastewater infrastructure is at risk due to maintenance cost 
pressures or has it miraculously improved since March? 
Mr D.J. KELLY replied: 
I thank the member for his question. I am aware of the spillage that he referred to. I can assure the member that 
the management of the Water Corporation see the change of government as being both refreshing and stimulating. 
The relationship between executive government and the Water Corporation has improved immensely since the 
change of government. We are having many productive discussions on a range of issues, including performance 
in regional areas. I note that under the previous minister, who is sitting next to the member, at one point the 
Water Corporation lost over 100 regional jobs in about two years. 
Ms M.J. Davies: I don’t think you are in a position to be talking about job losses when you’ve got 3 000 looming 
between now and March, minister—3 000 public servants. 
Mr D.J. KELLY: The Leader of the National Party is complaining: “Don’t talk about job losses.” She knows full 
well that the Water Corporation, during a very short period under her stewardship, lost over 500 jobs across 
Western Australia, 100 of which were in regional Western Australia. 
Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Do you want to say something, Leader of the National Party? I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr D.J. KELLY: I can assure the member for Warren–Blackwood that there has been no reduction in the levels 
of funding in capital works in regional areas since we came to government. As I said, the relationship between 
executive government and the Water Corporation is far healthier now than it was under the previous minister. 
However, we are dealing with the financial position that the previous government left us in. If the Nationals want 
us to spend more money in regional Western Australia through the Water Corporation or anything else, the best 
thing they can do is support the gold tax increase that we have put forward. They cannot lecture us about the 
standards of public services in the bush while they continue to support the very lucrative goldminers ahead of the 
mums and dads and services in the bush. 
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